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FOR 2 AMBA?SADORl%gTQERR |
ROM ¢ HEAR . K18§¢ £ ‘
PR CENERAL ﬁAl@ MENT IONED THE MATTER OF THE DS SIRABILITY OF SIR
R03ERT THOMPSON RETURNING TO VIETNAM TO MAKE A STUDY OF THE POLJCE
PROSLEM FARLY NEXT YEAR. BILL COLBY ALSO TOLD DICK SMYSER LAST WEEK
IN SAIGON THAT HE AND PRIME MINISTER KHITM FAVORID THE PRQQECIE
HOWEVER, | ASSUME THAT YOU wILL WANT TO CHECK WITH THIEU BEFORE
wE CONTACT SIR ROBERT, IF NOT PLEASE LET ME XNOw, MY CONCERM (3
THAT IF THIFU 1S NOT REALLY BEHIND POLICE IMPROVEMENT TRERE MQULD 3E
NO VALUE IN GOING AMEAD wITH THOMPSON'S PROJZCT, »wE ARE NOT WEDDZD
TO THOMPSON PROJEZCT AND W{LL BE RES?QNSIVE}TO YOUR wlSHES, 1 w™iILL
AN wWORD FROM YOU BEFORE PROCIEDING. :
””A'TWEDHAVE REVIEWED NSC TEAY'S FINDINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT
© AND DISCUSSED THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN WHICH GENERAL HAIG MENTIONED
CTO YOU. 1 AM CONFIDENT THAT THT PRESIDINT WILL APPROVE THE PROGRAM
LARRELY ALONG THE LINES HAIC OUTLINED, o '
SCCRTTARY LA IRD HAS NO¥W BEEN APPRISED OF THZ PRESIDENT'S
wISHES WITH RESPECT TO B0TH THS CAY30DIAN AND THZ POST-TET PHASES
OF THIS PLAN, THE PRESIDENT HAS DECIDED TO INFORM NG OME L S
DUR NG THIS PLANNING PHAST UNTIL SECRETARY LAIRD AND ADMIRAL MOORER
RETURN FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA. GENZRAL ABRAMS WILL 3L CIVEN AUTHIRITY T0
CPROCEED WITH THE CAM3ODIAN PHASE OF THE CAMPAIGN SOMETIME TODAY
AND SECRETARY LAIRD AND ADMIRAL MOORER HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO
CONSULT FURTHER ON THE POST-TET PHASE DURIMG THIIR VISIT.
THE PRESIDINT TOLD STCRTTARY LAIRD AND ADMIRAL MOORER THAT
THEY WERE TO APPROACH THIS PORTION OF THE CAMPAIGN POSITIVELY, WITH
THE VIEW TOWARD 1TS FULL IMPLEMENTATION. THZ PRESIDEINT HAS ASKED
CSEORSTARY LAIRD TO AVOID USING U.S. AIRLIFT FOR PURELY ARVN TROOP
LTET IF AT ALL POSSIBLE AND TO JUSTIFY U.S. AIRLIFT IN TERMS OF
513 SUPPORT., | . | |
-0 'DEE%ERXL HATS HAS APPRISTD 1S OF PRESIDENT THIZU'S CONCERNS A
wITH RESPECT TO U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN AND HIS CONCERNS
A20UT TRO0P LEVELS, AS OF THIS WRITING, THE PRESIDINT (S INCLINED TQ
N 1THEOLD DECTSION ON OUR TROOP LEVELS FOR THE PEZRI0D FOLLOWING JULY 1.
UNTIL WE HAVE HAD AN QPPORTUMITY TO APPRAISE AT LEAST THT ZARLY PHASE
OF THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN, HAIG ALSO INFORMED ME OF THIEU'S POSITION
ON THE POLITICAL INITIATIVE AND | ANTICIPATE THAT YQU WILL KEEP yS IN-
FORMED VIA THIS CHANNCL OF THIEU'S THINKING AS 1T CRYSTALLIZES.
CUTRTNERAL HA LG WAS MOST COMPLIMENTARY OF THE COURTESIES
SYTENDED 3Y YOU AND YOUR EMBASSY PERSONNEL DURING THE VISIT OF OUR
TEAM TO SAIGON LAST WFEK. ‘
WARM PERSONAL REGARDS,
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